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Cypress Revolution: The Importance of Public
Participation in Urban Planning Decision-making Process
in Montenegro

Milica Vujosevi¢" ", Sonja Dragovié*
'KANAVKo ako ne arhitekt

Urban development should, ideally, take into consideration public interest, and be based
on principles of sustainability. Urban planning process needs to be transparent and
include public participation in early stages, which, however, is not the case in
Montenegro, or countries of the region. This leads to degradation of urban and natural
environment, one of such cases being the planning of a kindergarten in southern
Montenegrin municipality of Bar. This paper analyses planning case of the kindergarten
in the city of Bar - a process which resulted in cutting down a hundred years old cypress
park of more than 90 trees, a devastated school yard, and months of massive civic
protests, all of which ended with government withdrawing the original plan. The paper
examines the reasons for and the consequences of failure to conduct the adequate public
participation in contemporary planning process. The architectural organization
KANA/ko ako ne arhitekt had an active role in supporting the citizens in their initiative
to protect the natural heritage and assert the right to actively participate in planning of
their neighborhood. An applied research consisting of gathering and analyzing the
available documentation (urban plans, government decisions, tenders, projects, laws and
regulations, land proprietorships, bank loan environmental policies) was conducted, and
constant clarification of planning procedure was provided, so that the activists could
find constructive ways to participate in it. Involvement in the process allowed an insight
in formation of ‘Cypress Revolution’ — the bottom-up urban movement seeking to
examine, clarify and improve the planning process by asserting the importance of public
participation. The results of this research show how implications of neglecting public
input and public interest can be disastrous for the community, for urban environment,
and for the quality of planning process in general. The conclusion is that meaningful,
well-timed, well-structured and transparent public participation is an essential part of
successful urban planning, the goal of which should be to create inclusive and
sustainable cities.

Keywords: urban planning, civic initiative, cypress revolution, city of Bar, KANA

*milicavujosevic@yahoo.com

1. Introduction

Urban planning in Montenegro was at an advanced, well-regulated level in the
post-war period. The process flourished during the period from 1960s to 1980s,
when cities were developed according to the principles of modern urban design,
with wide orthogonal streets, new city centers and residential quarters. Cities
like the capital of Podgorica and coastal city of Bar are excellent examples of
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urban planning of the modern post-war period. The whole new part of the city
on the right bank of Moraca river in Podgorica has been transformed into a new
center which still, after 50 years, meets all the necessary infrastructural
conditions, even with a much larger number of inhabitants than it was originally
planned for. Today, the city of Bar can thank the urban planning visions and
regulations of the ‘60s and ‘70s for the width, brightness, and comfort that
characterize the center of the new, post-war town.

After a major earthquake hit the coast of Montenegro in 1979, the whole
Yugoslavia gathered to help the coastal region, including the city of Bar, by
designing and building all types of necessary buildings and infrastructure. It
was an action coordinated on the highest level. Urban planning in the states of
socialist organization was centralized, subordinated to the national economic
interests (Milju$, 2018). For the city of Bar, quality urban plans were made and
implemented consistently by the publicly owned construction companies.
Thanks to this, Bar is the only city on the coast of Montenegro which is well
planned and preserved in its large central part, with a significant number of
residential buildings and facilities for culture, sports, social protection and
education. lllegal construction, which was booming in the 1990s, did not hit the
city in its central zones, but only far along the suburban settlements. Because of
this, citizens of Bar are very proud of their urban environment, satisfied, and
aware of the quality of the space in which they live.

Centralized urban planning, characteristic for the states of socialist organization,
is defined by the closed institutional and ideological framework of a one-party
system, with limited power of local authorities (Milju$, 2018,). This involved
the implementation of decisions taken at the national level, as well as the use of
state property - land, property and means of production (Hirt, 2005). The role of
planners, termed as the technical executors of the state goals at the local level
(Peri¢, 2013), was especially emphasized, while the participation of citizens was
completely absent (Nedovi¢-Budi¢ et al., 2011).

On the other hand, contemporary urban planning practice is in the process of
transition — it never had a chance to overcome the non-democratic modalities of
decision-making (Miljus, 2018). Urban plans are now a tool used to provide
opportunities for the growth of global capitalism, for which the spatial
component is crucial (Harvey, 2001). Current non-transparent conditions for
urban planning usually have less to do with overreaching social or economic
plans, and are much more influenced by the need to compete in the neoliberal
globalized market by attracting investors and satisfying their demands,
regardless of the impact this might have for the long-term public interest.
Citizens' participation in planning procedures is, hence, purely formal, without
sustainable or meaningful inclusion.
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In recent years, ‘investor urbanism’ has not bypassed the city of Bar. Broad
green areas, parks and public spaces have been identified as potential
construction sites for the new mixed-use and residential developments by
numerous local and foreign investors. Thus, over the last decade many
residential buildings were erected in the backyards of closed urban blocks, in
the parking lots and in other urban spaces which had a function of public space
according to the previous plans, but which were deemed merely ‘empty’ by the
new planning system. The construction of these new residential facilities was
not encompassed by new facilities for public services: while under the socialist
system adequate spaces for education, healthcare, culture and sports were
planned and built along with the new residential blocks, the new developments
usually rely on the existing infrastructure, which results in crowded schools and
hospitals, and overall decrease in the quality of service. Other side effects
include decreased amounts of available parking space (while the number of
vehicles constantly grows) and disappearance or disrepair of green areas and
playgrounds. The new architecture is also inadequate: the city of Bar was built
in a unified and recognizable Mediterranean style, with flat roofs and white
colored facades; suddenly, the new developments bring in orange high-rise
buildings with sloped roofs. Evidently, planners create plans which are based
upon the wishes of investors and dictated by their pursuit of profit
maximization, while the architects fulfill their demands in terms of aesthetics
and organization of space. This leads to dissatisfied citizens and inhabitants of
the neighboring buildings and urban quarters.

These are some of the symptoms of a problem discussed in this paper, a
problem rooted in the fundamental lack of civic participation in the urban
planning processes. The role of citizens is reduced to a mere formality.
According to the Law on Spatial Planning and Construction (2017), which
centralizes the planning process and puts the national Government at its
forefront (see Dragovi¢, 2018), public participation should be part of both the
initial planning phase — ‘prior public participation’ as a form of early
consultations with all the stakeholders — and the later, more mature stage, in
which the plan is already drafted and offered up for broad public discussion,
before its final adoption. However, this procedure is still to yield any significant
improvement in practice, which remains quite rigid and inaccessible: a draft of a
plan is usually available for public to inspect and comment on for a period of up
to one month, and one central presentation of the document is organized.
These opportunities to get involved in the planning process are not
enthusiastically promoted, but normally published only on the Government’s
web page and in one newspaper with nation-wide distribution. Hence, majority
of people do not get the information about the prospective changes that the new
plans might bring to their immediate environment. Instead, the final proposal of
the plan is presented to the citizens during the central presentation, which is
usually not well promoted or attended. Citizens’ comments, gathered in the
course of a public debate, are usually rejected — especially if the changes they
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propose are in conflict with the interests of investors whose projects depend on
the plan. Such method of urban planning has led to a chaotic spatial
development which defines contemporary Montenegro and is characterized by
over-production of marketable built space, disregard for natural environment,
neglect of public interest, and lack of adequate infrastructure to support such
unsustainable development.

Negative consequences of urban planning process which favors the particular
interests of real-estate investors are evident even when the plans focus on public
services. This was made obvious in the recent case of new Bar kindergarten,
where plans envisioned cutting down an entire park of more than 90 cypress
trees in order to clear out the space for new construction, while leaving other,
more suitable plots available for private developments. Such destruction of
valuable common space in order to provide public service was not approved by
the local community, and it has provoked massive civic protests and calls for
more responsible, transparent and participatory planning process. This paper
discusses the circumstances of this case and its aftermath, points out the
valuable lessons drawn from this process, and concludes with recommendations
for future spatial planning procedures.

2. Methods and materials

This paper results from a direct involvement of architectural organization
KANA/ko ako ne arhitekt (hereafter KANA) in the civic struggle against
construction of kindergarten that required destruction of public park in the city
of Bar. KANA was contacted by concerned citizens at the very beginning of
this process, as an independent non-governmental organization actively
advocating for transparent, sustainable and participatory urban planning, which
puts public interest first and takes responsibility for the protection of
architectural heritage (for more information on KANA’s activities see
publications ‘Urban planning approach: Public participation in planning of the
Block 5 in Podgorica’ and ‘Planning against the city: How public spaces and
cultural heritage were sacrificed to the private interests of a privileged
minority’). Hence, the methods of this research include direct participation,
which had a form of analyzing planning laws, urban plans and municipal,
governmental and EU policies, writing and publishing analysis in daily
newspaper, and consulting with citizens of Bar on the daily basis, over the
course of several months. The work of KANA contributed to civic struggle by
providing support and professional advice, which activists used to their
advantage when filing formal complaints and negotiating with the authorities.

The action against the kindergarten project started right after the works were
publicly announced by some of the municipal and governmental officials, who
laid the foundation stone in mid-October 2018. The announcement made it clear
that the new kindergarten will be built in the courtyard of the Gymnasium
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building in the city center; courtyard which this school already shares with
secondary economic school and elementary school ‘BlaZzo Jokov Orlandi¢’.
Kindergarten construction in this location was part of the detailed urban plan
(DUP) Topolica 1 in both its 2005 and 2009 version, but due to the above
described way in which planning documentation is usually produced, it was not
a common knowledge. Citizens of Bar were startled, because even though the
city was in need of a new preschool facility, this particular location was
problematic for several obvious reasons: it already had an important function of
a schoolyard, it was occupied by a park of around 100 years old cypress trees,
planted there to protect the city from strong winds, and it was already prone to
frequent traffic jams due to recent increase in residential construction in the
area, and to the large number of parents driving their children to school. Also, it
was not the only possible location for such project: another plot, located in the
neighboring city block, where the construction of kindergarten was planned
more than 15 years ago, was in the meantime repurposed and made available for
the construction of another residential building. Public service facility which
does not bring money to potential investors, such as kindergarten, had to be put
elsewhere — and the existing schoolyard was, apparently, the obvious choice. As
soon as the plan became clear, students of the schools whose backyard was to
become a construction site voiced their concerns and announced the protest.
The wider Bar community supported them, and so the struggle to protect the
schoolyard and the cypress park began. Local activists sought the wider public
support, which KANA provided, along with many other NGOs, local initiatives
focusing on sustainable spatial development, and several media outlets.

From the beginning, KANA was focused on analyzing the planning documents
and providing activists with advice and guidance on how to successfully
criticize the process which has led to placing the new kindergarten in this
location. The analysis covered DUP Topolica 1 from 2005 and 2009, General
urban plan of Bar (GUP) from 2007, and the planning documentation for other
parts of the city, necessary in order to understand how the process of moving
the kindergarten from its formerly allocated plot took place. Furthermore, the
analyses included in this investigation inspected the Law on Spatial Planning
and Construction (2017), the Rulebook for conditions for establishing
institutions of school and pre-school education (2006), the construction plans
for the kindergarten, the building permit and the documentation submitted in the
process of obtaining the permit, the Council of Europe Development Bank
(CEB) Environment Charter, Statute of the Municipality of Bar, the real estate
cadaster, municipal parliament’s decisions pertaining to the project, and all
other related documents. After conducting the analysis, KANA worked on
explaining the planning and construction process to the wider public and
provided appropriate advice on what can be done to influence the process at this
stage.
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Members of the local civic initiative, the students and citizens of Bar, did the
biggest job. They have been protesting ever since the construction site was
fenced off on Friday, Oct. 19", 2018. In the first two days they have gathered
over 3000 signatures for the petition to initiate public debate and change the
location for the kindergarten, which they have submitted to the municipal
parliament immediately, on Monday the 22" after an especially stressful
weekend: they were forced to defend the cypress trees from motor saws with
their own bodies on Saturday (figures 1 and 2), while on Sunday the
construction workers continued marking trees to be cut down — and had almost
all of them marked. The municipal parliament accepted the proposal to have a
discussion about this issue, and it was scheduled for the parliament session
which was to be held on November 12", At the session, representatives of the
civic initiative detailed the problem, and argued that construction at this site is
not good for the following reasons:

- the site intended for kindergarten construction is in the backyard of two
existing secondary schools, and it does not fulfill the minimal sanitary
requirements for pre-school buildings as required by the Rulebook for
conditions for establishing institutions of school and pre-school education
(2006),

- around 90 fully grown cypress trees, which form the only park in the center of
Bar, will be cut down for this kindergarten to be constructed,

- the infrastructure is not adequate, because the kindergarten will have the
entrance from the same narrow street as the other three neighboring schools,

- the proposed architecture of the kindergarten building is embarrassing for the
center of modern city like Bar and inadequate for pre-school aged children,
which are only the most obvious of the project’s many flaws.

After a long and vigorous discussion in the local parliament, the ruling majority
decided by choosing to stay undecided: while 14 opposition members of the
local parliament voted in support of the initiative, 7 members of the ruling
coalition were against it, and 13 were undecided. With this, the final decision of
the municipal parliament was to continue with the kindergarten project as
planned. The decision was shocking, although not entirely unexpected: having
their motivations and decisions related to urban planning examined and
corrected by citizens is not something that local governments have a lot of
experience with.
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Figure 2: Students defending the trees from being cut down. Photo: Anastasija
Ivovié

Unwilling to accept the local parliament’s decision, members of the civic
initiative filed a lawsuit, aiming to revoke the building permit. They have also
reported the construction works to the Inspectorate at the Ministry of
Sustainable Development and Tourism, since all the evidence about the ongoing
construction project pointed towards some sort of illegal activities, resulting
from irregular planning procedures. The whole months of November and
December went by in expectation of a reaction from the institutions, without
any response or progress. In a meantime, the citizens, teachers and students
from the civic initiative have organized a festival called ‘About Cypress Trees
and People’, consisting of many fun, creative, educational activities with which
they attempted to indicate the magnitude of the problem and the importance of
the cypress park, and to raise the awareness of other citizens — and, possibly, of
the governing structures — about the significance of sustainable planning and
development of the city. The festival gathered large number of participants, got
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media attention and helped spread the initiative’s message, but did not succeed
in changing the municipal decision regarding the kindergarten project.

On January 17" 2019, at dawn, the sounds of motor saws woke up the citizens
of Bar: cypress trees were cut down with no prior warning, and during school
winter break. The citizens quickly gathered and started protecting trees with
their bodies. This stopped the works briefly, but they were continued a couple
of hours later with assistance from the police force. Soon, the job of preparing
the building site was done — more than 90 trees were cut down, and the police
physically removed citizens from the site — some of them even received
misdemeanor fines. The epilogue was the ‘cypress cemetery’, as members of
the initiative called the resulting landscape (Figure 3), citizens’ fear and
disbelief, and city authorities’ utter neglect of civic attempts to protect the park
and stop badly envisioned spatial plans from becoming a reality.

Figure 3: Police officers prevent citizens of Bar from entering the park. Photo:
Vedran Nikocevic¢

From this moment on, it became clear that the authorities were ready to resort to
violent acts in order to continue with the construction works. The court process
has not been initiated yet, and the works have continued despite all the
suspected irregularities. Almost immediately, civic initiative began working on
organizing public protests. Every following Sunday, more and more people
gathered to protest the way in which the park was destroyed and to support the
civic initiative’s requests: to stop the current construction project, to punish
those responsible for cutting the trees, to reconstruct the schoolyard, and to find
a more suitable location for a new kindergarten (Figure 4). The subsequent
actions of the authorities only provided more reasons to protest: police clashed
with protesters who peacefully obstructed the continuation of construction
works, and the unnecessary use of force led to the increased media pressure.
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After an especially violent police reaction in mid-February, when several
protesters were injured, the entire process was stopped by the Prime Minister of
Montenegro, who asked for the construction works to be suspended and another
solution for the situation to be found, claiming how ‘we do not want to build
kindergartens by using the police force’. With this, the project was finally
terminated.

Figure 4: Civic protests in Bar. Photo: Danilo Dado Pavlovi¢

3. Results and discussion

The victory of Bar’s civic initiative was bittersweet: although their demand to
halt the construction works was ultimately fulfilled, the park was gone.
Moreover, after the decision to stop the project was made, the municipal and
state authorities expressed their disinterest in finding a new location for a
kindergarten right away, claiming that new planning documents need to be
created, which will take a long time, and which means that Bar will not get a
new pre-school facility for years to come. However, under intense public
pressure and upon insistence of well-informed citizens, who learned a lot about
urban planning in this long and demanding process, authorities took a closer
look at the existing plans and agreed on a new location for the kindergarten:
centrally located, in municipal ownership, and easily accessible. The municipal
government promised to prepare the necessary documentation for the future
construction in this plot; it would have to include an open call for urban and
architectural design solutions for the kindergarten, mandatory for construction
of any public building. However, the Directorate of the Chief State Architect,
who is in charge of organizing the competition, had not proceeded with this task
yet. Meanwhile, the destroyed schoolyard is being cleared out in preparation for
planting new vegetation, which should replace the old trees. Citizens remain
active in this process and have suggested two possible designs for the future
schoolyard, created by architects and designers who live in Bar and are part of
the civic initiative. These suggestions have sparked the conversation, facilitated
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mostly via social media, and introduced a certain participatory element to the
schoolyard design process.

Combination of various methods and approaches, from the analysis of planning
documentation and formulation of requests and proposals, organizing
community resources and leading media campaign, discussing the problem in
the local parliament, filling complaints and lawsuits, to the direct field actions
and massive public protests, resulted with a victory for civic initiative aimed at
protecting common space and public interest. The success is tainted by the loss
of cypress park, but spectacular nonetheless: it shows that persistent direct
action can be effective in the struggle for better, more just urban space and
spatial development. It also shows all the potential and creativity of this
community, which could be put to much better use if the urban planning
procedures were more open and accessible to public.

The case of 'Cypress Revolution' joins another fairly recent, successful local
civic action aimed at preserving common space: the struggle of rural
community of Beranselo, a northern Montenegrin village, where citizens
succeeded in stopping construction of a landfill in their backyards after years of
peaceful protests (see Baca, 2017). Such victories are important, as they
showecase the strength of civic action and highlight the importance of including
citizens at all stages of decision-making processes related to spatial organization
and development. ‘Cypress Revolution’ inspired and emboldened a series of
subsequent local actions across Montenegro, in which activists managed to stop
the privately-led construction of tourist accommodation in the middle of
Durmitor National Park and organize mass protest and media campaign against
the construction of a small hydropower plant on river Bukovica.

The consequences of poor planning decisions, based on the pursuit of short-
term private gains rather than on long-term public interest and shaped by local
and state administration’s refusal to acknowledge citizens’ arguments and
compromise, have in this case led to devastating consequences. Bar lost its
central park, an important natural treasure but also part of cultural heritage,
since it was planted as a special reserve of King Nikola, Montenegro’s last
monarch. Students lost their schoolyard, and public lost hundreds of thousands
of euros which now must be invested in its reconstruction. Citizens suffered
stress, fear and police violence. However, in these difficult circumstances new
knowledge was produced and shared, new personal connections and alliances
were formed, and new strength was found to continue the fight for spatial and
social justice.

4. Conclusion and recommendations

This paper presented the course and the results of a months-long struggle to
overturn poor spatial planning decisions which threatened the natural and built
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environment in the city of Bar. Local civic initiative and its allies, KANA being
one of them, worked hard to unveil the planning mechanisms which have led to
the decision to destroy cypress park and schoolyard so that a kindergarten can
be built in their place. Ultimately, it was shown that the cause of such harmful
plan was the closed, non-transparent planning process and lack of proper
engagement of citizens in the creation of urban plans. If citizens are constantly
underinformed about the plans for their city’s future (and they are), then
individuals seeking to profit by neglecting public interest can easily steer the
process.

In the case of Bar’s ‘Cypress Revolution®, such planning practices have in the
end led to what is without a doubt a precedent: citizens organized against the
construction of a public building, a much-needed kindergarten, even though
many of them were young parents themselves. However, they recognized
harmful long-term consequences of this process and chose to stand for what is
the only acceptable solution: preserving the park and the schoolyard as common
goods, and finding a better location to build a new kindergarten. After a long
and painful struggle, this goal was achieved, and the authorities were forced to
recognize and respect the public protest and its demands. However, damage
done to the urban fabric of Bar and to the wellbeing of its citizens could have
been prevented, if the planning process was open and inclusive. That is the
lesson that needs to be built in the future planning procedures: citizens need to
be detailly informed and actively involved in planning of their city.

Working to change the planning system and practice will be a much longer
struggle against vested interests of powerful individuals, but also against the
system of neo-liberal capitalist production of urban space. Bar’s civic initiative
should be thanked for highlighting the problems of urban planning present in
whole Montenegro: by starting a ‘Cypress Revolution’, they put the entire
country on its feet and showed that a fight for the preservation of nature and
public interest needs to be fought and can be won.

Public participation should not be an elusive concept, or a decorative element of
the planning process. It is the vital step in conceptualizing the common urban
future, and planners and government authorities should treat it as such.
Recognizing and respecting the inherited resources should lead to a responsible
stance toward our role in the spatial development of our communities, and
careful planning for future generations. It is not enough to have these principles
written into laws and regulations; they need to be constantly practiced and
improved through debate and practice, in the process which enables active
citizens and pushes governing structures towards greater accessibility and
accountability.
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	1. Uvod
	Izgorela je katedrala Notr Dam stara 850 godina, duša Pariza. Pompidu centar u Mecu u Francuskoj pohode turisti kao ikonu neobičnog stila, a piramidalni oblik Ajfelovog tornja urezan nam je u podsvest kao najjači simbol. Urbanizam Vašingtona dizajnira...
	Kako stvoriti mostove između vekova i stilova? Neophodno je čuvati arhitektonsko nasleđe. Srpski tragovi nađeni su i u Jerusalimu, nekadašnja srpska zdanja u Svetoj zemlji, kao što je zapis na staroslovenskom, dok je nažalost, danas ugrožen status srp...
	Keltske naseobine, sudeći po arheološkim ostacima, smeštene na prostorima Ada Huje i Zemuna, daleki su pretci Beograda. Zdanja od opeke sa lukovima i vinskim podrumima nasleđe su staza rimskih imperatora. Na primer, podrum Zavoda za zaštitu spomenika ...
	Obnova tvrđava je trend oživljavanja starih gradova, bilo da je reč o Kalemegdanu, Petrovaradinu ili Zadru, jer potrebno je vratiti život među njihove bedeme, kao što je urađeno sa obnovom Golupca. Interesantno je pomenuti i Šibenik, hrvatski grad iz ...
	Arhitektonski stručnjaci pronašli su spas od propadanja tipičnih industrijskih gradova druge polovine 20-og veka zbog zatvaranja fabrika, u obnovi zanemarenih zdanja kao kulturnog i istorijskog nasleđa. Tako su oživeli tipični industrijksi gradovi Izm...
	Širom Srbije burna prošlost, viševekovni susreti različitih kultura i civilizacija sreću se na svakom  koraku. Sudarali su se istok i zapad, a iz pepela ratnih razaranja tokom prethodnih godina, verovalo se da poput feniksa vaskrsava novo prosperitetn...
	Oružani sukobi i terorizam, ali posledice klimatskih promena širom planete uništili su mnoge ostatke drevnih civilizacija.
	Potrebno je da se povežu različita znanja i profesije. Svaka generacija donosi svoj pogled na svet. Zapad je zabrinut samo za Notr Dam, mada imamo odgovornost za ukazivanje na važnost zaštite baštine na svim meridijanima.
	2. Srbija i svet

	Boriti se za opstanak u neravnoteži moći, koliko je moguće. Kao čovečanstvo nismo u stanju da zaustavimo klimatsko ekološko energetski raspad sa jedne strane i značajne socijalne razlike sa druge strane. Velike urbanističke promene mogu da budu nepopu...
	U Evropi su rekonstruisani skoro svi vredniji objekti srušeni tokom rata. Potrebna je i kod nas rekonstrukcija srušene Narodne biblioteke na Kosančićevom vencu.
	Prvi poslovni oblakoder u Kraljevini Jugoslaviji nazvan „Albanija“ izgrađen je 1939. godine. Danas, u Beogradu obim izgradnje skupih stambenih blokova i kompleksa (uglavnom novcem stranih i u manjoj meri domaćih privatnih investitora) nadmašuje stambe...
	Nažalost, Beograd zaostaje u odnosu na druge evropske zemlje u pogledu urbane kulture. Pod pojmom urbane kulture misli se i na urbanu etiku i estetiku, svojim osećajem za zaštitu osvedočenih vrednosti. Gradi se na veliko, ali nepripremljena saobraćajn...
	U ovom radu izvršen je pokušaj da se ukaže na intenzivnu gradnju na teritoriji Beograda i nepoštovanje, prekoračenje spratnosti i kvadrature iz građevinskih dozvola. U Beogradu divlja gradnja se nastavlja – na Zvezdari – objekat je više puta zatvaran,...
	Nekad se insistiralo na kvalitetu izgradnje, a danas, na žalost, investitori često postavljaju arhitektama uslove, pa veliki uticaj i pritisak investitora rezultira kvalitetno nezadovoljavajućim konačnim ishodom. Razlozi su verovatno u nedostatku kult...
	Nažalost, godinama unazad u našem glavnom gradu se dozvoljava rušenje čitavih gradskih ambijentalnih celina poput Neimara, Crvenog Krsta, delova Zvezdare ili Vračara, a sve zbog rastućeg privatnog interesa mnogih investitora, čak i iz bivše Jugoslavij...
	Interesantan je primer Bratislave, jednog od najmanjih glavnih gradova u Evropi, gde je o svemu brinuo domaći investitor sa duhom i poštovanjem slovačke tradicije, kulture i nauke, pored prirodno unetih načela savremenog programa za ovakvu vrstu kompl...
	I britanski sociolog Dejvid Harvej pisao je o pravu na grad, odnosno o gradu kao žrtvi neoliberalizma. Isticao je da je potrebno da se grad zaštiti od raznih stranih investitora, nerešenih problema i pratećih posledica koje su dugoročne.

	3. O značaju zaštite životne sredine
	Interesantno je da na zapadnom Balkanu ne vlada interesovanje za klimatske promene, kakvo je u drugim delovima Evrope, iako je poznato da rast emisije ugljen dioksida8F  i drugih štetnih gasova i zagađivača utiče na vremenske neprilike i uticaj na živ...
	Plutarh je zapisao da od svih bića, priroda je samo delfinu podarila prijateljstvo bez koristoljublja.
	Ivo Andrić je pisao „Držite se Topčidera i Košutnjaka“, oni su lekoviti“. A danas na Crvenom krstu seku se stoletna stabla i grade parkirališta.
	Јеdan od neuspelih protesta građana Beograda dogodio se 24-оg mаја 2018. godine /pre godinu dana/ kada je zbog petlje Petlovo brdo posečen park „Borići“ odnosno oboreno je 160 stabala, mada su nadležni tvrdili da je sačuvano oko 90% ove šume.
	Nažalost, ogolelo je i Pašino Brdo, a danas, krajem juna 2019. godine ponovo građani protestuju zbog seče borića radi izgradnje objekta za sport u Košutnjaku. Navodi se da je to kapitalni projekat Srbije. Zelena stranka i zelene brigade su se obraćali...
	Sve kontinentalne biljke sa naših prostora trebalo bi, uz određenu zaštitu, ostaviti u prirodnom okruženju.
	Da li će ekološki odgovorna arhitektura osvojiti naše gradove, kao i gradove širom sveta? Da ne bi osećali direktne negativne posledice.......svaki grad nudi različite vrednosti.
	Naša javnost je reagovala, jer je Zakon o naknadama za korišćenje javnih dobara9F  propisao naknadu koja se naplaćuje za korišćenje zaštićenog prirodnog dobra i tako, na primer, za odlazak na Frušku Goru naplaćuje se dnevni ulaz, interesantno je i nak...
	Neobična je ideja škotske umetnice Keti Paterson koju već četiri godine ostvaruje u Norveškoj. Reč je izuzetnoj „Biblioteci budućnosti“, a sastoji se u obavezi da svaki od učesnika, pozvanih pisaca, prilikom primopredaje svoga autorskog rukopisa, u je...
	Tokom juna ove 2019. godine javnost  je saznala da je u Kikindi, u krugu nekadašnje fabrike “Hemik“ otkriveno oko 300 tona opasnog otpada. Nisu poštovani uslovi iz dozvole, sve je prekršeno i samo je pravovremena reakcija sprečila veću štetu za životn...
	A broj biljaka koje su izumrle usled ljudskih aktivnosti veći je nego što se pretpostavilo i to je zaključak britansko-švedskog tima biologa. Istraživači su uočili da u proseku godišnje izumru više od dve biljne vrste. Inače od sredine 18. veka nestal...
	Novo istraživanje pokazuje da usled delovanja čoveka biljke izumiru oko 500 brže nego ranije i da su posebno ugrožene ostrvske i mediteranske vrste. Najviše biljnih vrsta je izumrlo na Havajima, ali i u Brazilu i Australiji. Radi zaštite životne sredi...

	4. Osvrt na našu prestonicu
	Od posebnog značaja je proces oblikovanja grada. Pravac u arhitekturi nazvan Beogradska moderna nastao je krajem 1928. godine u luksuznom starinskom restoranu „Ruski Car“. Osnivački akt GAMP-a (grupe arhitekata modernog pravca) potpisala su četvorica,...
	Paviljon „Cvijeta Zuzorić“otvoren je 23. decembra 1928. godine velikom izložbom, a prošle 2018. godine obeleženo je jubilarnih 90 godina od otvaranja paviljona.
	Replike kandelabra, kao ostavština prošlih vremena i danas privlače pažnju.
	Neophodno je istaći i uticaj ruskih emigranata koji su za sobom ostavili ogromnu, neobilaznu baštinu, pa se smatra da su i oni Beogradu dali izgled velegrada. Oblikovali su Trg Republike i Trg Slavija, uredili pristup Kalemegdanu i prateću terasu. Mno...
	Ne sme se zaboraviti inpozantan opus žena koje su gradile Srbiju, a to su i neka od najstarijih graditeljskih zdanja. Mnoge od tih žena su zaboravljene, čak i u stručnim krugovima kolega. To su Jelisaveta Načić11F , Milena Zindović, Ivanka Raspopović,...
	Za izuzetnu pohvalu je postavljanje na pet reprezentativnih arhitektonskih zdanja u našem glavnom gradu QR /ku er/ kodova pomoću kojih će prolaznici putem mobilnih telefona da saznaju informacije o zgradi i arhitekti koji stoji iza njene lepote.

	4. Zaključak
	Potreba za poštovanjem uzornih domaćih tradicija, kao i poštovanje visokih akademskih merila izražena je uz potrebu očuvanja svojih kulturno istorijskih korena i pravljenja spoja između tradicije i modernog.
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